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rendered impotent to overthrow the Republic. The rights of
organized Labour had been recognized, and both C.G.T, and
Socialist parties had planted their feet firmly'in French social
life. The system of national education had been formally com-
pleted, and the State had asserted its power to determine the
structure, substance and spirit of training in which the great
majority of its citizens were to be brought up. The new empire
overseas had been acquired and consolidated, too, and the
general shape of France as a Great Power in the modern world
had become clear. In 1893 and in 1904, by her alliance with
Russia and her Entente with Great Britain, France had frus-
trated German designs to keep her isolated and helpless in
Europe, and the broad lines of her foreign policy had been laid
down for the next generation to come. The Republic had been
saved—both from its own weaknesses and from the attacks of
its enemies. The age of formation and definition was past, and
the age of construction was begun. Democracy was able to
move from the defensive to the offensive; and move it must if it
was to survive, for the challenge of the twentieth century was
already thrown down.1
It is here, more than anywhere else, that French democracy
failed. The full reasons for its failure are still difficult to define.
Perhaps it was the exhaustion caused by the bitter fight for
survival in the previous generation, or the undue optimism en-
gendered by the triumph of State over Church and Army; per-
haps the fatal irreconcilability between the political and the
social strands of the revolutionary tradition (for French politics
remained incorrigibly dominated by the past) or an excessive
devotion to the outlook and individual independence of peas-
ant proprietors and provincial interests; perhaps a more funda-
mental demographic weakness (for the size of French popula-
tion had failed to keep pace with her international prestige and
importance) or the mere historical working-out of the great
new forces which had been started by the nexus of events in
i87o.2 Perhaps it was a combination of all these and other
1 Cf. above, Chapters III and IV, passim.
1 Cf. above, Chapter IV, pp. 134-9. Cf. D. W. Brogan: op. cit,
pp. 406 and 417. The populations of France and Germany were

